MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS



ISLIP TERRACE FIRE DISTRICT 

November 27, 2017
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Islip Terrace Fire District was held on November 27, 2017 and called to order by Chairman Peluso at 7:04 p.m. at 264 Beaverdam Road Islip Terrace, N.Y. with the following present:

Chairman





Pete Peluso

Commissioner




Tom Connors

Commissioner




Tony Maieli

Commissioner




Ermanno Chimirri

2nd Asst. Chief




Frank Russo

District Treasurer




Bob Sick

District Secretary




Lori Ann Messino


District Counsel




Bill Glass
Dispatcher #1




Tate Reilly

Pledge to the Flag.

Moment of silence was led by Chairman Peluso

District Treasurer:

· Submitted to the BOFC Revenue and Expense Budget Analysis ending 10/31/17.  Held discussion and reviewed thoroughly.  Discussed amendments to cover line items
· Held discussion regarding permissive 1501, SCBA discussion with Chief and BOFC.  Chief Russo advised he will have numbers by next meeting

· Advised the yearly payment has been submitted for Losap NTE $165,000.00.  Advised we budgeted for $158,000.00

Motion to approve payment of Losap contribution of $165,000.00 which is in excess of the budgeted amount made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Chimirri with all in favor.

11/27/17

Warrants and claims in the amounts of $$12,001.23; 17 checks, and $238,252.11; 42 checks, have been reviewed, approved and paid.  Motion to approve made by Comm. Maieli seconded by Comm. Chimirri with all in favor.
Correspondence:

· Received letter from FASNY thanking the Department for donation.

· Incident Safety Academy being held on 3/14.  Chief will post

2nd Asst. Chief Russo”

· Two parades this weekend, mentioned in previous meeting.

· Two background checks received. Request made to BOFC for physical vouchers for two members Vincent Vitello and Jennifer Galdames Aquilar. Motion to approve made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Maieli with all in favor.

· Discussion held regarding buying cylinders/bottles to offset dates.
Comm. Chimirri:

· Advised the window downstairs has been replaced and looks good

Comm. Connors:

· Nothing to add at this time

Comm. Maieli:

· Held a discussion regarding boiler updates and the need to update and replace thermostats to help district run properly and efficiently.  Advised we have received a quote to update boiler thermostat and control system under county contract.  Board reviewed and discussed.  Motion to approve proposal under county contract NTE $8000.00 made by Comm. Maieli seconded by Comm. Connors with all in favor.
· Held a discussion with Chief Russo regarding camera quote.

· Held a discussion with Chief regarding administrators for the calendar.  L. Messino, District; S. Brady, Department; F. Russo, Chief have been assigned.

· Member of Service calls discussed

· Advised Parking lot lights controlled through the Dispatch office

11/27/17

100th anniversary reimbursements discussed.  

Motion to ratify verbal electronic approval dated 9/22/17 for updated console for 2nd Asst. Chief vehicle as per Rockland quote NTE $1300.00 made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Chimirri with all in favor.
Motion to ratify verbal electronic approval dated 11/21/17 for the purchase of holiday lights and decorations for main house and station 2 NTE $500.00 made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Chimirri with all in favor.

Motion to ratify verbal electronic approval dated 11/20/17 for the detailing of district vehicle for winter season NTE $650.00 made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Chimirri with all in favor.
Discussion held regarding December 26th business meeting.  Motion to move business meeting to December 19, 2017 from December 26, 2017 at 7 p.m. made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Maieli with all in favor.

District Secretary will post on district web site and local newspaper the meeting change.

District Secretary:

· Advised fence around pond has been repaired and completed.

· Advised she will work on LED sign updated quotes in the next two weeks

· Advised all Commissioners candidates have returned petitions with at least 25 verified registered voter signatures.

· Held discussion regarding the two inspectors for Election night from Suffolk County.  Advised Joan Campbell and Madeline Sharrock will be here from 2:30 to 9:30 p.m. on 12/12/17 along with one Custodian to man the tablet machine.

11/27/17

Dispatcher #1:

· Advised cameras are in the works with Frank Russo, will have numbers soon

· Key fob still in need of one computer

· 3-6-5 complete

· 3-6-6 CO meter completed and back on truck
· Air machines discussed

· Discussion held regarding the filling of cylinders

· Discussion held regarding the status of Chief’s vehicle scanner.
· Discussion was held regarding Commander punch list, 800 radio.
· Requested to go into Executive session with BOFC regarding personnel issue.
District Counsel:

· Held a discussion regarding Cancer health program effective 1/1/19.

Comm. Peluso:
 Commissioner Maieli moves that, with respect to the pending disciplinary matter concerning nine members of the Islip Terrace Fire Department, the findings of fact of the Hearing Officer dated October 31, 2017 be adopted in all respects with regard to Charges 1 and 2 of the Statement of Charges and Specifications, and further that the members be disciplined as follows:

· Lieutenant Harold A. Allen, Jr. - removal from office and a suspension consisting of time served to date.

· Lieutenant Louis Barbato - removal from office and a suspension consisting of time served to date.

· Lieutenant Joseph Felder - removal from office and a suspension consisting of time served to date, together with the warning that any future misconduct will result in severe discipline which may result in termination.

· Captain Connor Hollborn - removal from office and a suspension consisting of time served to date.

· Firefighter Michael Johnston - a suspension consisting of time served to date.

· Firefighter Robert Karstens - a suspension consisting of time served to date.

· Firefighter Douglas Rulon - a suspension consisting of time served to date.

· Firefighter Matthew Taylor - a suspension consisting of time served to date.
11/27/17

· Finally with respect to 1st Assistant Chief Jonathan Hollborn, we note that since December 2015 he has been formally reprimanded once and suspended four times.  The suspension of February 2016 included the warning that “no further misconduct on your part will be condoned by this Board.  Any further misconduct will be dealt with most severely and may result in your removal from office or the Department.”  We note further that this disciplinary history is largely based in insubordination.  We find that this, together with his testimony at the hearing, evinces an inability or unwillingness to follow orders and submit to authority, all of which causes us to remove him from office and the Department, effective immediately.

And further that, the eight suspended individuals shall be returned to active duty with the Islip Terrace Fire Department effective immediately.  However, before actually responding to calls on apparatus, each member must confer with the Chief of the Department to determine what, if any, trainings or other requirements they must make up in order to comply with safety standards.
Motion seconded by Commissioner Connors, the vote being 4-0

Motion to move to executive session at 7:55 p.m. made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Chimirri with all in favor.

Motion to move out of executive session at 8:25 p.m. made by Comm. Connors seconded by Comm. Chimirri with all in favor.

Comm. Peluso advised that executive session was to discuss department and district personnel issues.
Motion to terminate Colleen Murphy Gazzo effective immediately made by Comm. Maieli seconded by Comm. Connors with all in favor.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 9:00 p.m. made by Comm. Maieli seconded by Comm. Connors with all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Ann Messino
District Secretary
